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To whom it may concern,

I’m Claire Sharpin a final year medical student from Monash University. In our final year as medical students before being released into the world as fully fledged doctors, we’re given an opportunity to organize elective placements anywhere we feel we’d gain a unique and educational experience in a field of our interest. Personally I have a very strong interest in the field of Global health and hope one day to work for Doctors without borders in the field of Pediatrics. It is for this reason I’m writing to you in hopes you’ll be able to assist me with my somewhat ambitious dream.
I have set my hopes high and organized four very different placements for May through to September of this year; 
1. The first is a  3 week placement at the Centre of cardiothoracic medicine in Monaco where I’ll be observing cardiothoracic surgery on both adult and pediatric patients, it has long been a passion of mine to become a pediatric cardiothoracic surgeon and it’s my hope this opportunity will give me much needed exposure to a very specialized part of medicine.
2. The second is a 6-week placement at the CHU-Lenval in Nice, France where I’ve been invited to join their pediatric surgical team and will be exposed to a wide range of Pediatric conditions, again exposing me to an area of medicine I hope to one day join.
3. The third is a floating medical clinic organized by Projects Amazonas who run a wonderful volunteer based foundation which runs annual trips down the Amazon delivering much needed medical care to remote villages and towns. Here I hope to gain knowledge of infectious diseases, tropical medicine, delivery of healthcare to remote and under resourced areas as well as gain exposure to local medical practices – the amazon holds after all many resources from which modern medicine has gained immense knowledge and  healing power.
4. Finally I will spend 6 weeks at Hospital Sultanah Aminah the first General Hospital in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. Here I also hope to gain knowledge of a different array of conditions than I would see here in Australia but furthermore again gain an appreciation of the cultural differences and the impact that can have on medical practices. As well as enhancing my appreciation for medical delivery in a resource poor, heavily patient burdened developing nation.
I have organized these placements because they each represent areas of medicine I have a serious interest in following as a career path. I believe each will give me a unique learning experience incorporating everything from delivering basic health care in a developing nation through to world class surgical exposure and hopefully enhance my understanding and passion for Global health. These exciting endeavors however see me in a position to have to ask for the generous financial support in any way or form you may be able to help.
I’m endeavoring to raise funds not only to cover my basic costs including travel, insurance, visas and vaccinations but to also hopefully make a generous donation to Project Amazonas who will be organizing and hosting my volunteer expedition in Brazil. Their amazing projects throughout Brazil and Peru encompass everything from delivering much needed primary health care to the remotest villages of the amazon right through to assisting in much needed conservation efforts and delivery of ongoing education. Please take a look at their website for further information http://www.projectamazonas.org/.
You’ll find below a detailed budget of my likely expenses, I’m aiming to raise $15,240 AUD prior to my departure in Late May. Any and all assistance would be much appreciated from donations through to offers of support with flights, vaccinations etc…Monetary donations can be made online at my website, my mail or by direct transfer to the cbyond bank account.
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me, I would love to discuss this further with you. Please also feel free to take a look at my website;  http://www.cbyond.webs.com/.
Thank you all in advance for your generous support and I really hope that together we can find a way to pay it forward.
Kind regards,
Claire Sharpin
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Budget all estimates are in AUD
Travel insurance; $359 
Flights; $6000
Mt Amazon Expeditions floating medical clinic fees; $ 1000
Accommodation 24 weeks; $4000
Living expenses/travel costs;$3000
Vaccinations; $300
Visa costs; $80 
Project Amazonas donation/medical supplies $500
Total budget; $15,239
